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Theme: Christianity and World Religions — Understanding and Loving our Neighbors
Sermon Scripture: Revelation 21:1-7

Family Activity for the Week: We heard this last week that an important part of Hinduism is worshipping at home. That
was true of the early followers of Jesus as they had no church buildings, and it can be a powerful part of our faith
today as well. Find a place in your home to set up as a “worship center”. You might place a candle or several candles
there, along with a cross. You might even use the middle of your dining table. Have everyone in the family bring
something small that represents what they are thankful to God for and place it in the worship area. When it’s time
for the meal, have each person share what they brought and why. Remember, we don’t worship that thing, but are
giving thanks to God who gave us those gifts. End your family worship time by reading Hebrews 3:4 and then say a
prayer for your meal.

Monday, January 21 — Read Exodus 3:1-15. Like most ancient peoples, the Egyptians believed in many “gods” (including,
usually, the Pharaoh). Moses anticipated Israelites asking, “What’s this God’s name?” with a “Which one of the many is
this?” ring to it. But God’s reply (“I Am Who | Am”—Hebrew YHWH) identified the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as
the only God, the source and ground of all life, the sole reason that (as philosophers might say) there is “something
instead of nothing.” Most modern English translations (e.g. the Common English Bible, New International Version and
New Revised Standard Version) print the Hebrew YHWH as LORD, using the capital letters to signal the divine name’s
uniqueness. The other common term, Elohim, was more generic, and is usually translated “God.” Learn how your
preferred English Bible handles this—it will deepen and enrich your understanding of many Old Testament stories.

¢ In this area, Hindus and Christians have some common ground, and some differences in understanding. Hindus speak
of God in the singular, and their sacred scriptures say there is only one true God.... As Hindus have explained it to me,
the multitude of Hindu gods and goddesses are manifestations of the one God. In what ways do you share with your
Hindu neighbors the conviction that there is ultimately only one true God?

e When, in response to God'’s call, Moses got to Egypt, he found that many Israelites no longer believed God cared
about them. But in Exodus 3:7, God told Moses, “I've clearly seen my people oppressed in Egypt.” Hindus tend to
believe that the one true God “is a life force, but not a personal being.” Have you ever doubted whether God really
cares about you? How can you learn trust, even when the help you wish for seems a long time in coming?

Prayer: God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, those names seem long ago, and almost too big for a reqular person. But they
were regular people like me. The “bigness” and enduring quality was in you. Thank you for including me in your
eternal purpose. Amen.

Tuesday, January 22 — Read 1 John 4:7-13, 18-21. “We can find salvation, Hindus believe, in spiritual knowledge that sets
us free. That knowledge leads us to good works... The fourth path [by which to gain knowledge] is pursuit of good deeds
toward others.” Christians also believe in the importance of love toward others. In the Christian view, loving one another
grows out of our understanding of the heart of the God of the universe. God loves us, John wrote—and that is the reason
that we can love God and one another.

e Most of us know the words: “God is love.” Do you have memories or inner messages that make it hard for you to rely
on God’s love? In what ways do you perceive and experience God as loving? Which people do you find it hardest to
love as God loves them? In what ways has God’s love, and the love of other people, helped you to keep living the
good life even at times of trouble, confusion, harassment or feeling knocked down by life?

(Message Notes and Medlitation Moments for January 19-20, 2019 — For more, go to www.fumcdurango.org)



http://www.fumcdurango.org

John’s phrase “No one has ever seen God” (verse 12) may read, at first, like a misplaced thought. But he went on to
say, “If we love each other, God remains in us.” It’s like the line in Gordon Jensen’s song that says, “You’re the only
Jesus some will ever see.” As your capacity grows to take in God’s love, to see yourself as loveable in God’s sight, how
is this changing the way you see and relate to others?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, let the people with whom | come in contact—yes, even the bored store clerk or the annoying neighbor
—see you and your love in me. Amen.

Wednesday, January 23 — Read Romans 3:19-26. Hindus believe in the law of karma.... we build up good karma through

good thoughts and deeds.... Through this cycle of birth, death and rebirth...we can build up more good karma until,

finally, no bad karma remains. But for Christians, the apostle Paul wrote that no one earns enough merit to deserve

eternal life with God. Yet God generously accepts everyone who seeks him, based on grace, not merit (Romans 3:23, 24).

¢ In Philippians 3:4-9, Paul wrote about how it transformed him to accept that he was a sinner accepted through
Christ’s grace. Have you ever seen in someone else, or felt in yourself, a (duly modest) sense of superiority due to
race, education, religious affiliation or any other force that creates division between people? How can you (and God)
allow the reality of your need for God'’s grace to shift your view of people of other faiths?

¢ “Is God the God of Jews only?” Paul went on to ask in Romans 3:29 (clearly implying that the answer was “no”).
“Isn’t God the God of Gentiles also?” Practice plugging other labels (e.g. American, Hispanic, Christian,
— choose a faith tradition, etc.) into those questions, and monitor your inner responses. Ask God to help you get rid
of any gratuitous feelings of arrogance this exercise shows you.

Prayer: Lord God, thank you for offering your grace to the whole human family, including me, through Jesus. Help me to
celebrate, not my own goodness, but your goodness living through me. Amen.

Thursday, January 24 — Read Ephesians 2:1-10. Hinduism holds that our struggle is not with sin, but with ignorance. If we
do bad things, even though we have God within us, it is because we do not understand. We need to gain knowledge. But,
the apostle Paul believed it was important for Christians in Ephesus to understand that the significant changes in their
lives (cf. Acts 19:18-20) were not something they had accomplished on their own initiative or strength. They were God'’s
accomplishment (Greek poema), living out the kind of life God desired them to live.

e Today’s reading said salvation “is God’s gift. It’s not something you possessed. It’s not something you did that you can
be proud of.” In what ways does Ephesians’ language fit your life experience? Do you ever pause to realize that the
good changes in your life are not solely your “accomplishment,” but (even if you invest hard work in changing habits
or patterns) originated in God’s power at work in your life?

¢ To what extent have God’s priorities become, not just an occasional exercise that you do when there’s a special
church activity, but woven into the way that you live your life? How open are you to letting God continue to shape
the way you live even the “secular” parts of your life—driving, shopping, business activities, playing and watching
sports, and the like?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, | want to be your accomplishment, to be an example of what your spiritual craftsmanship can do in a
human being. Please keep shaping and guiding me in all | do today. Amen

Friday, January 25 — Read Hebrews 9:24-28. Hindus believe in reincarnation. This essence of God that is placed within us
begins its journey as a very simple life form. Through a cycle of deaths and reincarnations we progress up the
evolutionary chain. Finally, after many lives, we are set free from the cycle of death and reincarnation. Christianity does
not teach reincarnation. As the letter the Hebrews said plainly, “People are destined to die once.”

e Hebrews did not use the idea of “judgment” to instill fear, as too many Christian preachers have tried to do. Rather, it
placed judgment in the context of the message that Christ did not need a repeated cycle to save us. He ‘was offered
once to take on himself the sins of many people” (verse 28). What has helped you to internalize the saving power of
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, to deliver you from fear of judgment?

¢ The Hindu view of many cycles seems to reflect a rueful recognition that a human life seldom even approaches a
high enough state to accrue all good karma. Christians agree with that but see the solution differently. The answer to
our problem is not within us but beyond us. We cannot make ourselves holy and forgive our own sins. We need a
Savior. Did you ever see it as up to your own goodness and effort to save yourself? If so, what changed that for you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, thank you taking the burden of my sins on yourself. Thank you that | need not fear meeting you
at the end of my earthly life. Amen.

Saturday, January 26 — Read John 14:1-6. Unlike Hindus, Christians do not believe that when this life ends (after however
many cycles), we are united with the divine Brahman like a drop of water in an ocean. Rather, we have a chance to see
God face-to-face, to be known and to know those who have gone before us. In John 13:36, Jesus told his disciples,
“Where | am going, you can’t follow me now, but you will follow later.” Jesus’ disciples seem to have been frightened by
his talk of going away. So, he added, “Don’t be troubled.... My Father’s house has room to spare.” He promised that he
would return, and when he did his followers could always be with him. Archeologists say most homes in Galilee were
small, with one room, two at most. But Jesus’ comforting image of the afterlife was a huge, warm family home where
God always has room to spare.

e Madeleine I'Engle’s book, A Wind in the Door, imagined a setting in which her young hero Meg demanded to know
“Where are the ones who saved me?” The answer was, “Where doesn’t matter.” When Thomas asked where Jesus
was going, Jesus said that he was going “to the Father” —a person, not a place. He emphasized that God, the
personal God, was/is completely trustworthy. Our key to being untroubled about what comes after this life is trust.
Have you ever struggled with the question of “where” you or a loved one goes after death? What has helped you
learn to trust that “safe with God,” wherever that is and however that works, is the ultimate key that Jesus taught us
to have peace?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for the assurance that there will always be room for me in your Father’s house. Keep my
feet steady on the path that leads to that eternal home. Amen.
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