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THEME: Being Jesus Christ to the World 
“Seeing God – Loving God with Your Mind” 

Sermon preached by Jeff Huber 

October 20-21, 2012 at First United Methodist Church - Durango 
 

Genesis 1:26-28 and 31 (NLT), Philippians 2:1-5 (NRSV) 

Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like ourselves. They 
will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild 
animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground.” Then 
God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good! 

 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of 
the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

VIDEO Love the Lord Your God with all Your Heart Soul Mind and Strength 

SLIDE  Seeing God with Your Mind 

Please take out of your bulletin your Message Notes and Meditation 
Moments. Your Message Notes contain today’s scripture passages on them. There 
also is a place for you to write down anything you would like to remember from 
today’s sermon. On the back side you will find Meditation Moments that will help 
you think and pray more deeply about seeing God with your mind through study 
and meditation. I think you will find that to be a blessing so please take them 
home and use them for a few minutes each day. 

 Today we continue in a series we’ve been doing on this church’s purpose 
statement which is to, “be Jesus Christ to the World.”  We’ve been reflecting on 
our purpose by looking at the greatest commandments given to us by Jesus which 
are that we are to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and love 
our neighbors as we love ourselves.  We began two weeks ago by talking about 
worship and how that enables us to love God with our heart and soul.  We looked 
at the reality that many of us often look at worship as just something we do on 
the weekend but really worship is about remembering that you were made by 
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God to be loved by God.  Worship is about simply turning your heart to God and 
recognizing that when we put God first everything else gets in the right order in 
our lives.  We encouraged you to love God passionately, with your heart and soul, 
and then allow your heart and soul to be touched by God. 

 Last week Jake Forsythe, our Director of Mission and Equipping, did an 
amazing job talking about loving God with your strength.  He shared his own story 
of listing to God’s voice and learning to serve and you got to hear a great 
testimony from Georgia as she shared her heart for cooking for college students 
at our Rooted ministry up at Fort Lewis College.  I hope you were inspired to see 
where it is God wants you to use your strengths in the days ahead to love him and 
serve God’s people.  So we’ve talked about SENSING God with our heart and soul 
through worship and SERVING God with our strength in order to be Jesus Christ to 
the world. 

SLIDE  (Logo) Seeing God with your Mind 

 Today we turn to that part of great commandment where Jesus encourages 
us to love God with our Mind and we want to talk about how we SEE God with 
our mind.  The scriptures we read today, both from Genesis and Philippians, 
remind us that we are made by God to be shaped into the image of Christ.  Paul 
tells us in his letter to the Philippians that being shaped into the image of Christ is 
about what we do with our minds. It’s about intention and making a conscious 
effort to do become like Christ. 

SLIDE  If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make 
my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 God wants our minds to the same mind that was in Jesus Christ. Let me be 
clear that Paul is not saying you’re going to be a god.  You will never be a god.  
Your spouse may think you’re a god, but you’ll never be a god.  I’m actually pretty 
confident that your spouse doesn’t think you’re a god.  Maybe in your own mind 
you think you’re a god, but you’re not.   
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God doesn’t want you to become a god; God wants you to become godly.  
God wants you to develop Godly character and Godly mind.  Godly character 
means learning to think the way God thinks; act the way God acts; feel the way 
God feels; holding God’s values.  God wants to form you into the image of Jesus 
Christ so that you can be part of his body in the world.  Considering the place 
many of us find ourselves in some days, God has His work cut out!  

SLIDE  (Logo) Seeing God with Your Mind  

 I served Smoky Hill UMC as the youth pastor many years ago, and they 
bought me my first robe.  It was a great robe that was actually an alb and was 
wheat color with a matching rope.  They also got me this beautiful stole made by 
church women in Nicaragua.  The first Sunday I wore that robe, I was so proud!  I 
invited the kids up to do kids time, and as they sat down I asked them some silly 
question and their hands went up.  I made the mistake of putting the microphone 
in front of the first kid next to me and he blurted out, “Hey Mister!  Are you 
Jesus?” 

 An honest mistake really–I mean I had long hair at the time, and a beard.  
But I still got bright red and was speechless.  The Senior Pastor finally rescued me 
from the congregation’s laughter with the words, “The similarities stop at the 
robe kid!”  Isn’t that the truth!  The really funny thing is that God WANTS people 
to mistake us for Jesus! 

 Look at the next verse, Ephesians 4:15. Let’s read this verse aloud together:  

SLIDE  15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way 
more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 

 What does it mean to grow up?  It means to be like Christ. God’s desire for 
you is that you grow up.  Babies are cute, but if babies stay babies, it’s tragic. God 
wants us to mature and develop.  David Lowes Watson, a great historian and 
Methodist theologian says in one of his books that if you’ve been a Christian for 
20 or 30 years, you should be better at it than someone who just became a 
Christian yesterday!  He says one of the greatest threats to the United Methodist 
Church is that we too often let people off easy when it comes to being a disciple 
of Jesus.  Jesus actually expects a LOT MORE of us than what we state in our 
membership vows.  He expects us to grow up and be like him!  Jesus wants us to 
mature in our faith.  Now that’s a challenge, isn’t it?! 
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 So what does spiritual maturity look like?  Just take a long look at Jesus 
Christ.  Unfortunately, a lot of people grow older but never grow up.  Remember 
that this is a process that takes time.  Developing the mind of Christ doesn’t 
happen overnight.  It’s not like one day all of a sudden – ZAP – you’re just like 
Jesus.  It’s a process, and this process is called “discipleship”, and it takes an 
entire lifetime and our goal is to be making progress.  It’s going to take the rest of 
your life for God to build character in you, the character qualities of Jesus Christ.  
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, called this process sanctification.  We 
are all on our WAY to perfection, and others should see it in us. 

 The best way to do this is practice. Remember several years ago we talked 
about the purpose of practice.  The old saying goes, “Practice makes…perfect.”  
That is just plain wrong. Practice does not make perfect.  

SLIDE  Practice makes progress. 

 Today we’re going to look at, “How does God do it?  How does God help me 
grow spiritually?  How does God make me like Jesus Christ?”  Well, there are a 
couple of ways we know right off the bat.  We know God uses the Bible.  If you 
really want to grow spiritually, you’ve got to get into this book.  The more you get 
into it, the more you’re going to grow.  You need to read it and study it and 
memorize it and meditate on it and think about it and apply it in your life, 
because it takes truth to transform us.  Now the other thing God uses is people, 
and that’s why last week we talked about fellowship. When we learn from each 
other, we grow and we develop.  The more you get with other people, other 
Christians, the more spiritually mature you’re going to become as you grow 
because you’re spending time with them.   

 Today we’re going to look at three things that you may have not thought 
God uses.  Let’s look at this next verse, Romans 8:28.  

 

SLIDE  “In most things, God works for the good.”  

 Oh, I read it wrong.  

SLIDE “In all things God works for the good for those who love Him, who 
have been called according to His purposes.”   

 God works through all things for good, to make us like Jesus Christ.  It does 
include “all”.  Does that include bad things?  Painful things?  Does it even include 
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mistakes we make?  Yes, it does.  In all things God works for the good of those 
who love Him.  It doesn’t say all things are good because there’s a lot of bad in the 
world, but in all things God works to make me like Christ.   

 Today we’re going to look at three very unexpected tools, and we’re going 
to see them in the life of Jesus Christ.  Jesus had trouble in the garden.  Jesus had 
temptation in the desert, and Jesus had trespasses on the cross.  If you’re going to 
grow to be like Jesus Christ, God’s going to walk with you through these same 
experiences.  The problem is that these things don’t automatically help you grow.  
You have to have your heart ready, because if your heart isn’t ready you’re going 
to become bitter by these things rather than better by these things.  That’s why 
Jesus said we are to love God with our heart and soul first, which is worship. We 
can love God with our mind more readily and we have prepared our hearts. Let 
me remind you of three ways that God uses to help us see him with our mind. 

SLIDE  God uses trouble to teach us to trust. 

 God uses trouble to teach us to trust.  In the Bible, the word “trouble” is 
often called “trials”, and “trials” are difficult situations God can use to draw us 
closer.  Troubles are not designed by God to hurt us; but they can be used to help 
us grow.  Let’s think about this for a minute.  If things always go great for you in 
life, that doesn’t take much faith, does it?  If everything is wonderful all the time, 
you don’t need to have any character.  The troubles that come along in our life 
can help to stretch us.  They can cause us to grow, much like adolescence.  Your 
teen-age years are when you build character, because let’s face it, those years 
aren’t easy!  Those years can also get the best of us if we don’t prepare for them.  
That’s why ministry for children and youth are a priority for us–because without a 
good foundation the troubles we see as young people can sink us.   

 God desperately wants to build character in you.  Romans 5:3-4 talks about 
this reality. 

SLIDE  “…trouble produces patience, and patience produces character, and 
character produces hope”. 

 God is far more interested in your life–in what you are–than in what you 
do.  Why?  Because you’re not taking your career into eternity, which will make 
many of us happy!  You will, however, take your character.  That’s what’s going to 
last.  This is why God says that the goal of life is to build your character, and to 
become like Christ.  Until you understand this, life isn't going to make sense.  All 
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kinds of problems are going to come into your life – troubles, trials, difficulties – 
and you’re going to go, “Why me Lord?  Why is this happening to me?” as if your 
life is supposed to be a life of comfort.  Well it’s not.  The goal of life is not 
comfort.  This is not heaven.  Revelation tells us that one day you’re going to be in 
a place with no problems, no trials, no more tears or sorrow.  Isn’t that going to 
be great?!  You’re going to spend millions and billions of years there, so this is not 
heaven.  If you keep thinking you’re going to have heaven on earth, you’re going 
to be very disappointed.  This is not the place for comfort.  This is the place for 
character development.  And one of the things it takes is troubles to produce 
patience; patience produces character; and character produces hope.   

Would you write this down in your outline? Every problem has a purpose.  I 
don’t care whether you caused it, somebody else caused it, the devil caused it, I 
don’t care who caused it; every problem has a purpose.  And what is that 
purpose?  It’s to make me like Jesus Christ, to build character in my life.  

 Jesus went through many troubles and trials in his life, but his greatest was 
the night before he was crucified.  Jesus knew what he was going to have to face 
the next day, and the intensity of that turmoil in his heart was enormous.  Now if 
Jesus had troubles, what makes us think we will never have them?  The night 
before he died, Jesus took his disciples to a garden, actually it was a grove of olive 
trees, and under the stress of carrying the weight of the world, he asked his 
disciples to stay with him while He prayed.  We read this Mark’s Gospel.  

SLIDE  “They came to a garden called Gethsemane and Jesus said to His 
disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray’...the worry in my heart is so great 
that it almost crushes me...I am almost crushed when I think of 
what’s going to happen tomorrow, what I’m going to have to go 
through.”  

SLIDE  “Father,” He said, “everything is possible for You.  Please take this 
cup of suffering away from me.  Yet, I want Your will, not Mine!” 
(Mark 14:36).   

 If we’re going to become like Jesus, this is the first lesson we have to learn.  
When we go through trouble, it’s OK to say to God, “God I don’t like this,” “God I 
want you to take it away”, “God I know it’s possible for you to take it away”.   
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Jesus said, “I know everything is possible with you.  Yet, if this is what’s best 
for me I want your will to be done in my life”.  Jesus says, “Whatever fulfills your 
purpose in my life”.   

 If you’re going to become like Jesus Christ, you’ve got to learn to trust God 
completely, even when things look terrible and when it seems like things are 
falling apart.  

“I don’t understand it, I’m dying, I’m sinking, I’m going under the water 
here”. Even in those moments, we need to learn to trust God completely just the 
way Jesus did.  God uses trouble to teach us to trust.  It’s easy to trust God when 
everything is going great in your life.  The real test of your faith is this: how do you 
hang out with God when you don’t feel good?  

 

 Let me give you a couple of helpful things that will help you along when you 
go through troubles.  Some of you are in trouble right now.  Here are a couple of 
things we can do.  

SLIDE  Keep a spiritual journal.   

 I cannot recommend this too highly.  God told Moses to do this when they 
spent 40 years wandering in the wilderness.  In Numbers 33:2 it says,  

SLIDE  “At the Lord’s direction, Moses kept a written record of their 
progress”.   

 Let me give you an example of a good journal.  Peter Martin, is a successful 
attorney.  Here is what he writes about keeping a journal...  

I began keeping a spiritual journal in 1983 at the age of 19 when I went to 
Thailand for a summer mission project.  I’ve now continued that habit for 
nearly 20 years.  One thing I’ve noticed is how valuable my journaling has 
been in times of difficulty.  Twice in the past 10 years, as a result of 
recession, I’ve been laid off from a job.  The first time I couldn’t find work for 
almost a year.  As a new attorney, this was a strong blow to my self-worth.  
My journal entries were filled with anger and confusion and doubt and I told 
God exactly how I felt. But in one journal entry I committed my career 
completely to God’s hands and I wrote that I would trust Him no matter 
what happened.  I also committed to continue tithing even from the 
unemployment checks.  Now, that didn’t make sense, but we trusted and 
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obeyed God and God provided a job.  Five years later, though, it happened 
again. Suddenly, there was another economy-driven layoff. At first I 
panicked because my wife had quit her job to raise our two-year-old. But 
when I got home that day, I did two things.  First, my wife and I knelt in our 
family room and we prayed and wept and asked God for His mercy and 
grace. Then I went back and I read my journal entries of when this 
happened the first time, and I reviewed the faith lessons that I had learned 
five years earlier.  What a difference that made.  A great sense of peace and 
strength filled me and I was able to handle that layoff far better than the 
first one because I could read and remember how God had taken care of us 
before.  I highly recommend keeping a spiritual journal, especially to men.  
It doesn’t have to be a daily obsession.  It’s just a tool that God uses to help 
me clarify my thoughts, think out my prayers, draw closer to God and 
remember the lessons He’s taught me.  Then when the tough times hit, I can 
remember and review how He’s helped me in the past, and that makes it 
easier to trust God”. 

 Let me tell you a couple of other values of having a journal.  One, it helps 
you see your progress.  Most of us don’t realize how much we’ve changed, and 
we forget what we used to be like.  And when you go back and have a journal you 
can go back and review and see, “Look, I am making progress.  I am more like 
Jesus than I used to be.”  That’s an encouragement when you get discouraged.  
And even more than that, you could pass it on as a spiritual heritage to the next 
generation.  You can pass on the lessons that you’ve learned and others can learn 
from your experiences.  Keep a journal when you’re going through troubles.  I 
highly recommend it.   

SLIDE  Remember the reward.   

 The Bible says this... 

SLIDE  “Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that far outweighs them all” (2Cor. 4:17).   

 Paul says, “What we’re going through isn’t going to last, and even if it 
lasted a lifetime, that’s nothing compared to the number of years you’re going to 
spend with God after this life is over.”  Paul says, “What we’re going through now 
is light and temporary, but we’re going to be rewarded for our character later”.  I 
love this verse in the Message paraphrase.  It says this,  
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SLIDE  “These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good 
times and the lavish celebration prepared for us.”   

 We need to remember that this life is not all there is, and if you will 
remember that it will help to ease those troubled times. There is a second 
surprising way that God works in our lives to make us look more like Jesus.  God 
uses our temptations.   

SLIDE  God uses temptations to teach us to follow and trust.   

 I think it’s important to be real clear about the definition of temptation.  
Temptations are bad situations that come along where we have to CHOOSE good 
or evil.  Our choice is either for God or against God and God’s Kingdom.  These 
temptations do not come from God, but are created by humans usually.  And 
when I choose for God rather than choosing evil, I start to grow in my life.  
Choices are needed to develop character in our lives.   

 Jesus faced temptations. Right after he was baptized at the very beginning 
of his public ministry at the age of 30, Jesus went through an intense 40-day 
period of temptation out in the desert.  Now, if Jesus faced temptations, guess 
what?  You and I are going to face temptations, too.  In fact, the fact that Jesus 
faced temptations reminds us of some truths about temptation that help us to get 
through it, some things to remember.  Number one, remember this: 

SLIDE  It is not a sin to be tempted.   

 Martin Luther used to say, “You can’t keep the birds from flying over your 
head, but you can keep them from building a nest in your hair,” if you have 
enough hair for them to build a nest in, that is.  It’s not a sin to be tempted. 
Number two, remember this: 

SLIDE  We all are tempted in the same ways. 

 All of us are tempted.  The Bible says we’re all tempted in the same 
common ways.  One of the ways that evil grows in our hearts and tricks us is 
making us feel like our temptation is worse than anyone else’s.  We start thinking, 
“I’m really bad. I’ve got this great temptation. I’ve thought of this thing, this 
temptation, and nobody in all of human history has ever thought of it!”   

 Your temptation is just like everyone else’s.  We all struggle and we all fall 
short.  If you’re feeling, “Wow, I’m really a bad person”, remember that we’re 
sort of like the toddler who thinks they’re the first one to come up with the idea 
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of sticking a green bean up their nose.  The truth is, every one of us faces the 
same temptations.  We’re all alike.  And if you’re scared by the temptation that 
you’re facing, feeling like no one else has ever faced this, please know you’re not 
alone!  Most importantly, remember that God is able to help us through these 
temptations. The third thing about temptation is this: 

SLIDE  You will never outgrow temptation.   

 You never get to a point in your life where you become so spiritual or so 
old, that you’re not tempted anymore. Temptation always tests whether you love 
God more than the temptation. That’s what’s happening when you’re tempted.  
It’s always a test of what I love the most in my life.  When I’m tempted by money 
the questions becomes, do I love God most or do I love money most in my life?  
When I’m tempted by a wrong relationship the question is, do I love that person 
or do I love God more in my life?  When I’m tempted by comfort I wonder, do I 
love God more do I just want to be comfortable in my life.  Do I love my 
reputation more than I love God?  Obedience, choosing to say, “yes” to God, is a 
matter of love.  It’s not a matter of duty.  The Bible tells us that Jesus said, “Love 
God with your heart, soul, mind and strength and love your neighbor as you love 
yourself. Do these things and you will have life and have it abundantly.  This is 
why I came!” 

 One of the best ways to deal with temptation is to focus on God with your 
mind.  You can do that in several ways.  First, you can keep yourself focused on 
good thoughts.  

SLIDE  Keep focused on good thoughts.   

 The Bible talks about this in Phil. 4:8 when it says,  

SLIDE  “Fix your thoughts on what is true and good and right”.  

 Temptation always starts with getting your attention, and when it gets your 
attention and you focus your mind on the temptation, it gets you.  If you focus on 
the temptation, inevitably you’re going to go down the road, and you’re going to 
get caught up in that temptation.  Let me give you a tip about temptation.  When 
you’re tempted, don’t resist it.  Because as you’re resisting it, guess what you’re 
doing?  You’re just thinking about the temptation!  You’re getting into a spiritual 
tug-of-war with that evil things and that evil thing often wins!  You don’t resist it, 
you just drop the rope and you walk a different direction and you think about 
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something different.  You refocus on something else. You keep focused on good 
thoughts.   

 I was meeting recently with a counselor at the high school and he was 
talking about a young girl who each day was getting caught up with a group of 
friends that encouraged her to leave school every lunch hour and not return for 
the rest of the school day.  He asked her which way she turned when she left her 
last class and she said she turned right and then as she walked up that hall she 
would eventually meet up with that group and the temptation would be too great 
to turn down. 

 He then asked this young girl, “What if, instead of turning right when you 
left that class each day, you simply turned left?” She insisted that was silly 
because it would take her out of her way but she agreed to try it.  Do you know 
what happened?  She made that left turn and by the time she made her way 
around the school that group of kids had already left for lunch and she avoided 
the temptation altogether!  That was some of the best advice I have heard of in 
terms of dealing with temptation.  Instead of turning right, try turning left and see 
what happens. 

 Another great way to focus on God with your mind and avoid temptation is 
to get some help from the rest of the body of Christ. This is why we talk to you 
over and over again about being in a group where you are learning about God and 
getting some support for the temptations and struggles in life.   

SLIDE  We need spiritual partners who are pursuing the mind of Christ 
together.   

 I know none of us like to talk about our temptations, but one of the ways to 
defeat them is to be open about them, to bring them out into the light.  So many 
of us, as we go through life, we have a temptation that’s been overwhelming.  It 
might be new and it might be life-long.  But the truth is that it’s something you’ve 
faced alone.  This step is saying, “Go tell someone else about this”.  They’re not 
going to drop their jaw too far, because guess what? They’ve faced the same kind 
of temptation as you.  This step of recognizing, “I need someone to help me 
through this,” is a step that you need to take to begin to set that temptation aside 
in your life.  
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 Each week in this sermon series we wanted you to hear from someone in 
our congregation about how this has been important in their life.  Today we are 
going to hear from these people about why this has been important. 

• Saturday – Cherie Cobb 

• Sunday at 8 – Cherie Cobb and Gary Trotter 

• Sunday at 9:30 – Cherie Cobb and Sandy Turner 

• Sunday at 11am – Tim Smith 

 

 Questions for Cherie 

1. Why is learning about God important to you? 
2. What do you like best about your role in the church? 

  

 Questions for Gary, Sandy and Tim 

1. Tell us about a group you have been in that has helped you learn about 
God?  

2. What did you get out of being part of that group? 
3. Did being in that group give you support in some way in life? How did you 

find that group supportive? 
4. Has that group helped you deal with the temptation in your life to put 

something else before God?   
  

 This brings us to one last thing God will use to make you like Christ.  There 
are many others, but this one is important. 

SLIDE  God uses trespasses to teach us to forgive.   

 Now what in the world are trespasses? We say that word in the Lord’s 
Prayer each week so it would be good to know what it means. Trespasses are 
situations designed by other people to hurt us.  Yes, there are people in life who 
want to hurt you intentionally, and that’s why the Bible says in the Lord’s Prayer, 
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who have trespassed against us.” 

 This is the tough one.  It’s one thing to handle trouble and it’s another thing 
to handle temptation.  But the most difficult tool of all that God uses in our lives 
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to make us like Christ is this one.  Bearing the hurt of other people without 
retaliation is, without a doubt, the most important and the most difficult step in 
becoming like Jesus Christ, because it often involves being misunderstood, being 
criticized, being judged, being hurt physically or emotionally or verbally, it may 
involve abuse. 

 Let me be clear that these are not good things.  These are evil things, and 
God is not the author of evil.  God does not cause these things.  God hates sin.  
God does not want you to stay in places where you are hurt, or trespassed 
against! But even God’s own Son was misunderstood and hurt and judged and 
abused. What makes you think you’re going to be let off the hook?  You see, on 
the cross Jesus Christ not only carried our sins, Christ also endured enormous 
abuse from the people who were right there.  Let me remind you of these words 
from Matthew 27:39-44.  

SLIDE  “The people passing by (looking at Jesus on the cross) shook their 
heads and hurled insults at Jesus…and the elders made fun of 
Him…Even the bandits who had been crucified with Him insulted 
him in the same way.”     

 And what was Christ’s response?  Look at the next verse.  

SLIDE   “Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive these people, because they don’t know 
what they are doing’”.   

 If you’re going to grow up spiritually and if you’re going to become like 
Jesus Christ, you’re going to have to learn the same thing.  The truth is in life 
you’re going to be hurt.  This is not heaven.  This is a broken world.  Everybody 
sins and falls short.  You hurt other people.  Other people hurt you.  We hurt each 
other intentionally and unintentionally.  You’re going to be hurt often in life.  And 
if you’re going to become like Christ, you have to learn to forgive.   

 I can already each of your voices, “Well, that’s easy for you to say!  You 
don’t know what they did to me!  How do you I do that when they’ve done this 
and this to me?”   

 How can you learn to forgive if you’ve never been hurt?  You can’t! You 
can’t learn to forgive unless somebody’s hurt you.  And yet forgiveness is one of 
the primary qualities of God and God wants you to learn to become like Him.  So 
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we can allow those hurts that in our lives to transform our lives and make us like 
Jesus, or we can become bitter, angry and resentful. 

 

 This is the toughest one, so let me give you a couple of tips.  Two little helps 
for when people harm you intentionally or unintentionally.  The first is this:   

SLIDE  Remember that God has forgiven me.    

 The Bible says  

SLIDE  “Forgive others, just as God forgave you because of Christ” (Eph. 
4:32).   

 God will never ask you to forgive anybody more than you’ve already been 
forgiven.  The second one is just as important. 

SLIDE  Remember God is in control.   

 When you’re being hurt by somebody else, yes, they may mean it for bad, 
but God will use it for good in your life.  In fact that’s the very thing Joseph said.   
Joseph was hurt and betrayed by his own blood, his brothers.  When faced with 
the opportunity to get even with them...when his brothers who had betrayed him 
needed him...this was his response... 

SLIDE  “You meant to hurt me, but God turned your evil into good to save 
the lives of many people, which is being done.” (Genesis 50:20).   

 Joseph said “You meant it to hurt me but God turned it into good to save 
the lives of many people.” 

 Jenny is a young woman who has gone to church her whole life.  She has 
written her story of how her neighbor across the street sexually abused her for 
years, and she kept it a secret.  But this neighbor was finally caught for the rape of 
another woman and was put in prison.  Jenny was called to testify in court about 
her experience when she was a young teenager–16 years old.  Hear the last 
paragraph of her story 

“By allowing God to take control and lift the burden of my hurt from my 
heart, God gave me strength.  Today I can truthfully say that because of the 
trials I’ve faced, I’ve been made stronger.  Recently I read a book called 
Where is God When It Hurts? and there was a sentence that I’ve found to be 
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true.  It says this, “Faith in God offers no assurance against tragedy, but in 
every case suffering offers an opportunity for us to display God’s work”.   

 

 I learned about Jenny’s story from her while we were in seminary together.  
We were in a class called Theodicy and Tragedy.  The focus of the class was to 
deal with the question of evil in the world, i.e., If God is all good and all powerful, 
then why is there evil in the world.  In Jenny’s case we all had to ask, “Where was 
God when…?”  We were really struggling with this question one day, and Jenny 
just sat there smiling a knowing smile.  She finally spoke up and said, “I used to 
have a hard time with this question, until one night I had a dream.  In my dream I 
was in my room, sleeping with my baseball bat as I often did.  I was crying and 
feeling all alone, when I noticed a figure huddled in the bed next to me.  At first I 
was scared, until I realized he was crying too.  Then it hit me, it was Jesus, and he 
had been there all along.  He was abused too, and he knew what it was to be hurt, 
and in that moment I realized that I was not alone.  Jesus had been with me my 
entire life; weeping with me and longing to hold me. 

 That is spiritual maturity.  That’s the level of maturity that I know adults 
who are 40, 50, 60, 70 years old don’t even have!  God uses trouble to teach us to 
trust, and God uses temptation to teach us to follow, and God uses trespasses to 
teach us to forgive, because we can’t become like Jesus without learning to trust 
and obey and forgive.  Now I am absolutely convinced of two things:  Your 
greatest testimony as a believer is how you handle hurt.  How do you respond 
when other people hurt you?  Do you respond like Jesus did?  The second thing 
I’m convinced of is that you are most like Christ when you suffer in order to save 
others.  Who do you need to forgive? 

 Loving God with your mind helps you become like Jesus Christ.  And if that’s 
true, then God’s going to walk with you through everything Jesus went through.  
Why would you be exempted?  That means God’s going to walk with you through 
a Gethsemane–an experience of trouble–where you learn to trust that God loves 
you.  God’s going to take you through a desert–an experience of 
temptation–where you learn to do the right thing.  And God’s going to take you to 
the cross–a time of trespass-where you learn to forgive.  But there is a promise 
that we find in Roman 8:17.   
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SLIDE  “We go through exactly what Christ goes through.  But if we go 
through the hard times with Christ, then we’re certainly going to go 
through the good times with Him.” (Rom. 8:17) 

 Let’s pray... 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Series: Being Jesus Christ to the World 
Sermon Title: “See God with Your Mind” 
 

Genesis 1:26-28 and 31 (NLT), Philippians 2:1-5 (NRSV) 

Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like ourselves. They will reign over 

the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, and the small 

animals that scurry along the ground.” …  Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that 

it was very good! 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 

any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 

being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 

regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 

interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus. 

 

Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Meditation Moments  

Monday, October 22 – Read Colossians 2:6-10 – We have been talking the past three weeks 

about how our purpose here at FUMC in Durango is to be the presence of Jesus Christ to the world 

because God’s hope and dream is for each of us to become a part of the living body of Christ in the 

world.  Genesis tells us that we are made in God’s image which means at our core we are spiritual 

beings.  This may be the most challenging purpose for us to get our minds around because it seems 

impossible that we could become like Christ.  The truth is that we will never get there in this life, 

however God is working on us each day as we are all going on “towards perfection.”  This means 

that this life is not perfect and we will always feel a bit uncomfortable in this life and that is okay.  

God’s ultimate goal for our lives on this earth is not to make us comfortable but to develop our 

character and help us to become holy—more like Christ.  God uses the Holy Spirit working in his 

Word, through people and circumstances in our lives to mold us.  Becoming like Christ is a long, 

slow process of growth and it happens as we allow the Holy Spirit to work in our lives.  In what 

area of your life do you need to ask for the Spirit’s power to be like Christ today?  How is God 

making you holy through his Word, the people around you and your circumstances in life this 

week?  Ask God in prayer to help you see how he might be at work in your life.    

Tuesday, October 23 – Read Ephesians 4:14-31 – How did you grow when you were a kid?  My 

guess is that you ate well, slept a lot and had a safe place to live.  This is how we grow to become 

like Christ as well.  We must feast on God’s Word, rest in God’s presence and live in God’s love.  

Probably the toughest part of growing in Christ is allowing God to rule our hearts.  If we are 

honest, we want to be in charge, but many times we get it wrong and react from our feelings that 

can wound others.  Thinking and acting God’s way is not easy but it is essential to growing like 

Christ.  What is one area where you need to stop thinking your way and start thinking God’s way?  

You might use John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer each morning to help you begin thinking God’s 

way. You can find this prayer on a laminated card in baskets as you leave if you need one to carry 

with you this week 

 I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.  Put 

me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for 

thee or brought low for thee.  Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me have all things, let me 

have nothing. I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. And now, O 

glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 

Wednesday, October 24 – Read Matthew 4:1-4 and John 8:31-32 – John Wesley, the founder of 

Methodism, said that, “Scripture contains everything necessary for salvation.”  He was reminding 

us that God’s Word has power to tell us not only who we are but to set us free from being stuck in 

the problems of this world.  Scripture can help us see beyond our lives and into God’s kingdom 

which is eternal.  In other words, scripture can give us perspective and help lead us when we need 

direction.  We cannot let it do this however if we don’t read it and reflect on its meaning for our 

lives.  Sometimes we struggle to read the bible because we are not sure what certain things mean or 

how they apply to our lives.  This is why we give you this study guide each week and our hope is 

that it will help give some clarity to what passages mean and how they relate to your life.  It is also 

true that we know lots of God’s word but sometimes forget to apply it in our lives.  What has God 

already taught you in the bible that you haven’t started doing yet?  How can you start doing that 
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this week? 

Thursday, October 25 – Read 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 – One of the main ways we grow is through 

the hard times in our lives.  If you think about it, most of the meaningful things you have learned in 

your life came after a time of struggle.  While I don’t believe God causes bad things to happen, I do 

believe that God can work in anything and bring good out of any kind of evil.  What problem in 

your life has led to the greatest growth in you? Can you see God at work even in the tough times?  

Do you know that God walks with you through those tough times and longs to love you along the 

way so that you CAN grow?  Spend some time in prayer, asking God to lead you through the 

difficult moments you are now facing.      

Friday, October 26 – Read Philippians 1:3-11 – We don’t grow into Christ’s likeness overnight.  

Becoming Jesus Christ to the world is a crock pot experience and not a microwave moment.  

Spiritual growth, like physical growth, takes time.  Part of the reason is because we are slow 

learners and we have a lot to unlearn.  Part of the reason is because we are afraid to humbly face the 

truth about ourselves and that growth is often painful and scary.  And sometimes it can feel like we 

are stuck.  Being faithful, however, is about believing that God is working in our life even when we 

don’t fee 

l it.  One way you can see progress is by keeping a journal of things you have learned in life.  

Mostly, you will need to be patient with God and with yourself.  Don’t get discouraged too easily 

and give yourself some grace.  In what area of your spiritual growth do you need to be more patient 

and persistent?  Ask God to help you in this in your prayer time as you end this week’s study. 

Saturday, October 27 – Today simply pray Wesley’s Covenant prayer in the morning and again 

at night before you head to bed.  It is above under the study guide readings for October 16. 

 


