
 

(Meditation Moments – June 8 to 14, 2026 – For more, go to www.summitdurango.org) 

 
Theme: Jesus Loves People THIS Much!  
 “Those Not Welcome at the Table” 
 
We have a great new way for you to get these Meditation Moments each day directly to 

your phone. Just text “med moments” to 970-426-0700 to receive the daily Meditation 

Moment each morning and start your day grounded in faith and peace. 

 
Weekly Memory Verse:  

 9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at his tax 

collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. So, Matthew 
got up and followed him. – Matthew 9:9 

 

Meditation Moments for Monday, June 8 – Read Matthew 9:9 and Luke 5:27. Rome 
ruled Israel in the first century and there were no published tax rates, tax tables, or 

minimum tax. Tax collectors operated more like extortionists, collecting all they could 

from helpless tradesmen and farmers. They would “bid” on a geographical area an 
amount they would pay to Rome. That bid they collected went to Israel’s Roman 

occupiers while the rest went into their pockets. No wonder people hated them. Yet 
Jesus approached Matthew’s tax booth and simply said, “Follow me.” This showed 

Jesus’ heart for reaching across social barriers to love even those society rejected. 

 Matthew sat in his tax booth, cut off from his community by his choice to 
collaborate with Rome. Jesus was not concerned with what others thought. He 

approached Matthew with an invitation, not condemnation. Unlike the religious 

leaders who shunned tax collectors, Jesus offered Matthew a new purpose and 
identity. When you meet people that others avoid or reject, how do you 

respond? Do you see them through society’s eyes or through Jesus’ eyes of love 
and possibility? 

 Notice that Jesus’ call to Matthew was direct and immediate: “Follow me.” He 

didn’t require Matthew to first clean up his life or prove himself worthy. Matthew 
responded by leaving his lucrative position to follow Jesus right away. What 
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might be holding you back from fully following Jesus today? What “tax booth” 
of comfort or security might Jesus be asking you to leave behind? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, your invitation echoes through the centuries to my heart: “Follow 
me.” The response you sought from Matthew you seek from me: “Yes, I will follow.” 

Today I again offer you my answer: “Yes.” Amen. 

 
Tuesday, June 9 – Read Matthew 9:10-11 and Luke 5:28-30. After calling Matthew to 

follow him, Jesus continued to shock the religious leaders by going to dinner at 

Matthew’s house with many other tax collectors and “notorious sinners.” In Jewish 
culture, sharing a table meant accepting and embracing others as equals. The 

religious leaders couldn’t understand why Jesus would associate with people they saw 
as corrupt traitors. But Jesus showed that God’s love reaches across social barriers. For 

him, genuine spiritual leadership meant engaging with people society rejects. 

 The religious leaders criticized Jesus for eating with tax collectors, “notorious 
sinners,” and “scum.” They thought mixing with such people would make him 

spiritually unclean. Jesus’ view was offensively different. Most religious leaders in 
the first century believed they should separate and keep themselves in 

quarantine, away from possible sources of moral and spiritual infection. Jesus 

saw himself as a doctor who came to heal the sick. He believed there was no 
point in a doctor staying in quarantine. Who do people in your life or community 

tend to avoid? How might Jesus be calling you to reach out to them? 

 Matthew responded to Jesus’ acceptance by hosting a dinner where his friends 
could meet Jesus too. He didn’t keep his transformative encounter with Jesus 

private but immediately created opportunities for others to experience Jesus’ 
love. When you experience God’s acceptance and grace, how do you share 

that gift with others? How can you introduce people to Jesus? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, Matthew invited his disreputable friends. You happily joined them 
for a meal. Help me to learn from both examples how you wish me to carry myself 

as one of your followers. Amen. 

 
Wednesday, June 10 – Read Matthew 10:2-4 and Luke 6:13-16. Jesus chose disciples 

with very different viewpoints and backgrounds. He included Matthew, a tax collector 
who collaborated with Rome, and Simon, a Zealot who violently opposed Roman rule. 

These men likely saw each other as bitter enemies. Yet Jesus intentionally brought 

them together in his inner circle. God’s kingdom transcends political divisions and 
social hostilities. Jesus created a new community where former enemies could work 

together, united by their commitment to following him. 
 Matthew the tax collector and Simon the Zealot occupied opposite extremes in 

their society’s political spectrum— one working with Rome, the other opposing it, 

using violence if needed. Yet Jesus called them both to be part of his closest 
group of followers. When you encounter people with very different political or 

social views from yours, how do you respond? What might Jesus’ example teach 

us about bridging such divisions? 
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 Jesus didn’t ask his disciples to ignore their differences or pretend they agreed 
on everything. Instead, he gave them a greater purpose that transcended their 

divisions—following him and sharing his message. What shared purpose or 
mission might help you work together with people whose views differ from yours? 

How can focusing on Jesus help bridge those gaps? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, too often politics says if you win, I lose. But you taught and acted on 
the premise that in the kingdom ruled by God’s love, everyone can win. Help me to 

make that kingdom my life’s guiding focus. Amen. 

 
Thursday, June 11 – Read Luke 7:28-35. Most Jewish religious leaders were complaining 

that John was too serious and strange. They also complained that Jesus was too 
gracious and often the life of the party. People today still judge Jesus by their 

expectations or assumptions instead of looking to the evidence to see who he really 

was. Following the Messiah who is different than what we imagine is always 
challenging, but it is the only way to experience the kingdom of God. Jesus needs to 

shape our expectations, rather than us demanding that he be what we expect. 
 Tax collectors and other “sinners,” with an inner sense of need, accepted John’s 

baptism and Jesus’ message. The religious leaders, sure they were already fine 

with God, refused to accept either John or Jesus. When have you seen a 
person’s genuine spiritual receptivity help them overcome significant obstacles 

to faith such as ridicule or intellectual scorn from others? 

 Jesus noted that the religious leaders found fault with both John’s ascetic 
lifestyle and his own more engaged, accepting approach. They seemed 

determined to reject God’s messengers who behaved in any way different from 
theirs. Have you ever found settled attitudes or preconceptions making it hard 

for you to recognize and accept God’s work through people or methods that 

made you uncomfortable because they were different from what you were 
used to? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, faith can be just as subject to fads and fashions as clothing styles. 

Keep me focused on the central message of your kingdom, neither accepting nor 
rejecting ideas or ministries based on “what’s hot” now. Amen. 

 
Friday, June 12 – Read Luke 18:9-14. In this direct parable, Jesus challenged religious 

assumptions about who God accepts. He contrasted a Pharisee, proudly listing his 

spiritual achievements, with a tax collector who could only plead for mercy. Scholar 
William Barclay wrote in his commentary The Gospel of Luke, “The Pharisee did not 

really go to pray; he went to inform God how good he was…. No [one] who is proud 
can pray. The gate of heaven is so low that none can enter it save upon [their] knees.” 

Jesus said God values a humble heart over religious performance. 

 The Pharisee in Jesus’ story focused entirely on comparing himself favorably 
to others, especially the tax collector. Even his prayer was more about listing 

his achievements than connecting with God. N.T. Wright notes in his 

commentary Luke for Everyone, “Jesus reveals what the divine judge would 
say about this: the tax-collector, not the Pharisee, returned home 
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vindicated.” When you approach God, do you find yourself measuring your 
spiritual life against others or honestly opening your heart to God’s 

transforming grace? 
 Methodist pastor James Moore wrote a book with the ironic title of Yes, Lord, I 

Have Sinned: But I Have Several Excellent Excuses. The tax collector, despite 

his questionable profession and lifestyle, recognized his need for forgiveness 
rather than trying to justify himself. How can you avoid rationalization, and 

approach God with complete honesty about areas where you need 

forgiveness and transformation? 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for the transforming gift of forgiveness. Give me the 

courage and trust to claim that gift honestly when I need it, rather than trying to 
justify my actions or attitudes. Amen. 

 

Saturday, June 13 – Read Luke 19:1-10. As a chief tax collector, Zacchaeus likely led a 
network of collectors like Matthew. They both represented everything their neighbors 

hated. They collaborated with Roman occupiers and grew rich by overcharging their 
own people. Something about Jesus drew Zacchaeus to climb a tree just to catch a 

glimpse. Jesus didn’t lecture or condemn him. He simply showed acceptance by 

inviting himself to Zacchaeus’ home. This radical acceptance transformed Zacchaeus 
so deeply that he voluntarily pledged to give away half his wealth and repay anyone 

he had cheated four times over. Through this encounter, Luke showed that Jesus’ love 

could reach and change even those society had written off as hopeless. The 
transformative power of acceptance remains just as potent today. 

 Jesus chose to publicly reach out to Zacchaeus despite knowing it would draw 
criticism from the crowd. Jesus’ acceptance came before Zacchaeus promised 

any kind of change—Jesus simply said, “I must stay at your house today.” This 

unconditional welcome sparked a dramatic transformation in Zacchaeus’ heart 
and actions. When have you experienced the transforming power of being 

accepted just as you are? How might you extend that same kind of 

acceptance to others?  
 Zacchaeus’ response to Jesus’ acceptance was both immediate and concrete. 

He pledged specific actions to address the ways he had wronged others. His 
transformation wasn’t just emotional or spiritual. It led to practical changes in 

how he handled money and relationships. What specific actions show (or could 

show) that your encounter with Jesus’ love is changing how you live? What 
concrete steps have you taken or could you take to make things right with 

others? 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you’ve invited yourself to my heart and my house in Revelation 3:20: 

“I’m standing at the door and knocking. If any hear my voice and open the door, I 

will come in to be with them.” I will open that door to you today. Come in and do 
your transforming work in me. Amen. 

 

 


